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REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

By 

J.  FIELDING,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

1947. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Owing  to  the  departure  of  Dr.  Booth  on  his  appointment  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Ealing,  it  has  fallen  to  me  to  present 
the  annual  report  for  the  year  1947. 

The  medical  inspection  returns  indicate  that  the  general  physical 
condition  of  the  children  is  satisfactory. 

Progress  has  been  made  slowly  in  supplementing  the  provisions 
of  the  Education  Act,  1944,  under  which  all  treatment  is  now  free. 
The  ascertainment  of  handicapped  children  is  continuing  but  this 
work  is  handicapped  by  lack  of  medical  staff  and  the  acute  shortage 
of  accommodation  in  special  schools.  It  is  hoped  that  the  latter 
difficulty  will  be  overcome  in  time  by  joint  arrangements  with  neigh- 
bouring authorities. 

The  outbreak  of  infantile  paralysis  during  the  summer  months 
caused  anxiety  but,  fortunately,  full  treatment  facilities  were  available 
in  the  Holland  County  Emergency  Hospital. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  pay  my  tribute  to  the  excellent 
work  of  my  predecessor,  Dr.  Booth,  and  to  record  appreciation  of  the 
work  done  by  the  professional  and  clerical  staffs  ; also  to  express 
thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Committee  for  their 
support  and  co-operation. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  FIELDING. 
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PERSONNEL. 

School  Medical  Officer  : 

W.  G.  BOOTH,  M.D.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S,,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

(resigned  February,  1948.) 

Deputy  School  Medical  Officer  : 

j.  FIELDING,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  School  Medical  Officers  : 

P.  COFFEY,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

IRIS  M.  CULLUM,  M.D.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

MARY  C.  DONOVAN,  M.B.,  B.Ch. 

A.  C.  GEE,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

School  Dental  Officers  : 

C.  A.  JOHNSTON,  L.D.S. 

C,  H.  HENDERSON,  L.D.S. 

EILEEN  M.  PARKER,  L.D.S.  (commenced  29.10.47). 

Consultant  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  (part-time)  : 

R.  E.  M.  PILCHER,  F.R.C.S. 

Consultant  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  (part-time)  : 

A.  H.  BRIGGS,  M.Sc.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.M.S. 

Consultant  Aural  Surgeon  (part-time)  : 

M.  SPENCER-HARRISON,  F.R.C.S. 


Consultant  Physician  (part-time)  : 

j.  W.  BROWN,  M.D.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.P. 

Consultant  for  Skin  Diseases  (part-time)  : 

E.  C.  RITTER,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.P. 


School 

Miss  A.  D.  BLACK, 

Miss  D.  M.  BRAYBROOKS 

(full-time), 

Mrs.  F.  M.  BOWERS, 

Mrs.  E.  GUERRA, 

Miss  M.  A.  KINGSTON, 

Miss  H.  M.  LEWIS, 

Miss  A.  Q.  LINNELL, 


Nurses  : 

Miss  J.  MACEACHERN 

(appointed  Nov.,  1947), 
Miss  M.  RICHARDSON, 

Mrs.  E.  ROBERTS  (full-time), 

Miss  H.  E.  SPENCER 

(retired  Aug.,  1947), 
Mrs.  M.  MEACHAM. 


Dental  Nurses  and  Attendants  : 

Miss  M.  SIMPSON,  S.R.N.  Miss  D.  M.  MARJASON, 

Miss  D.  J.  MUSGROVE. 


Physiotherapists  : 

Miss  W.  BOARDMAN,  Mr.  J.  W.  FRASER. 


Chief  Clerk  : 

W.  INGRAM. 

NOTE. — In  addition  to  the  above.  Dr.  B.  M.  White  was  employed 
for  refraction  clinics  and  occasional  school  medical  inspec- 
tions on  a sessional  basis. 
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STATISTICS  RELATING  TO  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 


Area  of  County  267,936  acres 

Population  of  Administrative  County  (estimated  mid-year 

1947)  98,670 


Number  of  Schools  : — 

Primary  97 

Secondary  7 

Special  School  1 

Number  of  pupils  on  register,  31.12.47  14,089 

Average  attendance  13,051 

Number  of  School  Attendance  Officers  6 


I.— MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

Routine  medical  inspection  of  children  in  the  scheduled  age 
groups  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Details  of  the  age  groups  examined  are  as  follows  : — 

Primary  Schools  : 

1.  All  children  who  were  admitted  for  the  first  time  to  any 
maintained  primary  school. 

2.  All  children  between  the  ages  of  10  and  11  years. 

3.  All  children  attending  a maintained  Primary  School 
during  the  last  year  of  attendance  at  such  a school. 

Secondary  Schools  : 

All  children  during  the  last  year  of  attendance. 

In  addition  to  the  above  routine  inspections,  children  attending 
maintained  Primary  and  Secondary  Schools  are  examined  as  specials 
at  the  request  of  teachers  or  parents. 


II.— FINDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

The  statistics  relating  to  medical  inspection  are  given  in  table  2 
at  the  end  of  this  report. 
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III. — CO-ORDINATION. 

The  County  Health  Services  are  under  the  administrative  control 
of  the  County  Medical  Officer,  who  is  also  School  Medical  Officer. 
Co-ordination  between  the  School  Health  Services  and  the  County 
Services  is  therefore  ensured. 

The  Health  Visitors  are  also  School  Nurses  in  their  particular 
districts  and  close  supervision  is  maintained  for  all  children  from 
birth  to  leaving  school.  The  nurse's  record  card  of  visits  made  to 
a child  from  its  birth  up  to  5 years  of  age,  is  attached  to  the  child’s 
school  medical  inspection  record  card,  thus  ensuring  a complete  record 
for  the  information  of  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

IV. — SCHOOL  HYGIENE. 

At  each  routine  school  medical  inspection  the  Assistant  School 
Medical  Officers  inspect  the  school  premises  and  a report  is  made  to 
the  School  Medical  Officer  on  the  condition  of  the  buildings  and  of 
the  sanitary  arrangements.  Where  defects  are  found  these  are 
referred  to  the  Director  of  Education  for  report  to  the  County  Archi- 
tect or  to  the  School  Managers  as  the  case  may  be.  As  far  as  material 
and  labour  shortages  allow  any  defects  found  are  remedied. 

V.  — TREATMENT. 

The  treatment  of  Minor  Ailments  at  the  established  clinics  has 
been  continued  as  in  previous  years. 

1,556  cases  were  dealt  with  during  the  year.  The  number  of 
defects  treated  at  the  clinics  at  Boston,  Spalding,  Holbeach,  Boning- 
ton and  Swineshead  during  the  year  was  1,195.  Table  No.  Ill,  giving 
the  different  defects  during  the  year  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  this 
report. 

Dental  Service. — Mr.  C.  A.  Johnston,  School  Dental  Officer  in 

the  south  of  the  county  reports  a very  pleasing  feature.  He  recalls 
that,  in  1939  95%  of  the  children  on  entry  to  school  required  dental 
treatment.  In  the  year  under  review  the  number  of  children  entering 
school  and  requiring  dental  treatment  has  been  reduced  to  40%.  This 
does  indeed  appear  to  be  a remarkable  advance  and  it  does  seem 
to  be  clearly  associated  with  the  increasing  attention  given  to  expectant 
mothers  during  the  ante-natal  period.  The  provision  of  extra  milk 
to  the  expectant  mother,  together  with  vitamin  therapy  seems  to  ensure 
that  the  teeth  of  the  developing  child  are  laid  down  on  a sound  basis. 
After  birth  much  attention  is  now  given  to  the  use  of  vitamins  for  the 
baby  so  that  the  bony  framework  of  the  child,  together  with  its  teeth 
shall  be  firm  and  sound. 
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It  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  follow  the  practice  of 
dentistry  in  the  Dental  Van  and,  in  the  future,  I would  like  to 
propose  in  the  more  rural  schools  the  setting  up  of  a room  for  the 
dentist  with  portable  dental  equipment.  Some  dental  sessions  are 
held  in  premises  which  are  not  owned  by  the  County  Council  and  there 
are  many  difficulties  associated  with  this  practice.  Perhaps  the  time 
may  come  when,  in  the  south  of  the  county  in  the  more  populous 
areas,  multiple  clinics  may  be  built  so  that  the  Dental  Surgeon  may  be 
housed  in  attractive  and  adequate  surroundings. 

The  routine  inspection  of  school  children  still  remains  a most 
essential  part  of  the  school  dental  work.  Early  damage  to  teeth 
should  be  found  and  rectified.  It  is  always  undesirable  for  the  child 
to  wait  for  toothache  before  treatment  is  begun. 

I can  forsee  however  in  the  future  that  there  will  be  difficulties 
in  maintaining  an  efficient  dental  service.  There  is  a general  shortage 
of  dentists  and  this,  coupled  with  the  housing  difficulties,  will  mean  a 
problem  of  the  greatest  magnitude. 


Mr.  C.  H.  Henderson,  School  Dental  Officer  for  the  north  of 
the  county,  reports  as  follows  : — 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  a report  on  my  services  in  the 
School  Dental  Scheme  for  the  North  of  the  County. 

In  the  Primary  Schools,  6,067  children  were  inspected  and  3,088 
or  50%  were  found  to  require  treatment.  Of  those  requiring  treatment 
1,328  or  43%  accepted  and  were  treated  during  1,395  attendances  at 
the  Council  Clinics. 

In  the  Secondary  Schools,  4,619  children  were  inspected  and 
1,864  or  43%  required  treatment.  Of  those  requiring  treatment  561 
or  30%  accepted  and  were  treated  during  957  attendances  at  the 
London  Road  Clinic. 

From  these  figures  it  may  be  concluded  that  the  dental  health 
of  the  school  children  is  better  than  ever  before  and  is  possibly  due 
to  the  milk  and  school  dinner  scheme  together  with  the  fact  that 
parents  are  now  more  aware  of  the  importance  of  dental  health  and 
the  value  of  the  regular  school  inspections  and  treatment. 

The  dental  health  of  the  school  children  in  Holland  compares 
more  than  favourably  with  the  results  achieved  in  other  counties. 

In  addition  to  the  school  services  a large  number  of  pre-school 
children  and  expectant  mothers  received  dental  treatment  and  in  the 
near  future  it  will  be  possible  to  effect  the  supply  of  dentures  and 
orthodontic  treatment  when  certain  structural  changes  are  made  at 
the  London  Road  Clinic. 


7 


In  conclusion  may  I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  all  those 
concerned  in  making  this  service  a success  and,  especially,  Dr.  W.  G. 
Booth  for  the  interest  and  helpful  co-operation  he  has  given  at  all 
times,  and  whose  untiring  efforts  are  responsible  for  the  scheme's 
present  success." 

Provision  of  Transport. — Transport  is  provided  for  children  to 
enable  them  to  attend  the  dental  clinics  from  outlying  parts  of  the 
County  and  for  children  attending  for  treatment  to  be  given  under  a 
general  anaesthetic. 

The  number  of  journeys  made  to  the  three  dental  clinics  during 
the  year  was  as  shown  hereunder  : — 


Boston  Clinic  102 

Spalding  Clinic  75 

Holbeach  Clinic  28 


Transport  is  also  provided  for  children  attending  the  Holbeach 
Emergency  Hospital  for  operation  for  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids. 
Such  transport  was  provided  for  87  children  during  the  year. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  transport  of  school  children  to  special 
clinics  outside  the  area  and  to  and  from  special  boarding  schools  is 
also  provided.  These  arrangements  made  it  unnecessary  for  the 
school  nurses  to  act  as  escorts  on  several  occasions  during  the  year. 

Child  Guidance  Clinics. — Negotiations  with  a neighbouring 
authority  for  the  provision  of  a complete  service  are  in  progress. 
Until  these  arrangements  are  completed,  cases  needing  treatment  at 
a Child  Guidance  Clinic  are  sent  to  the  Cambridge  Clinic. 

During  1947,  2 children  were  sent  to  the  Cambridge  Clinic. 

Speech  Therapy. — Approval  has  been  given  for  the  appointment 
of  a Speech  Therapist  and  repeated  efforts  have  been  made  to  obtain 
the  services  of  a Speech  Therapist  for  this  area  but,  owing  to  the  acute 
shortage  of  these  specialists,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  appoint  one. 
Since  the  resignation  of  the  Speech  Therapist  at  Peterborough  we 
are  no  longer  able  to  send  cases  there  for  treatment.  Two  children 
attended  the  Lincoln  Clinic  for  treatment. 

Orthopaedic  Scheme. — The  regular  monthly  orthopaedic  clinics 
have  been  held  at  Boston  and  Spalding  during  1947.  At  Holbeach, 
clinics  were  held  every  two  months.  256  attendances  were  made  by 
school  children  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  classification  of  cases  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  disease  : — 
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Tuberculosis  (Surgical)  : 

Tubercular  glands  of  neck 16 

Tuberculosis  of  bones  or  joints 2 

Observation  cases  1 

Non-Tuberculous  Conditions  : 

Postural  deformities  of  spine  17 

Rachitic  deformities  20 

Paralytic  deformities  6 

Congenital  deformities  of  hip  - 6 

Hallux  valgus,  hammer  toes,  etc.  ......  2 

Osteomyelitis  5 

Poliomyelitis  7 

Flat  feet  15 

Fractures  17 

Undescended  testes  17 

Cleft  Palate  1 

Hernia  1 

Spina  Bifida  1 

Other  conditions  36 


119  cases  (excluding  tuberculous  patients)  received  in-patient 
treatment.  Other  cases  requiring  special  treatment  were  dealt  with 
at  out-patient  clinics  or  in  their  own  homes  by  the  Physiotherapists. 

School  children  who  received  in-patient  treatment  were  suffering 


from  the  following  defects  : — 

Fractures  28 

Congenital  Deformity  of  foot  7 

Congenital  Deformity  of  hip  1 

Paralytic  Deformities  4 

Perthe’s  Disease  1 

Undescended  Testes  7 

Osteomyelitis  6 

Hernia  2 

Poliomyelitis  21 

Hirschsprung’s  Disease  1 

Lordosis  1 

Hallux  Valgus  1 

Synovitis  3 

Injuries  9 

Rheumatism  1 

Nephritis  2 

Others  24 


Children  requiring  electrical  treatment,  massage,  etc.,  continue 
to  attend  the  two  Physiotherapy  Clinics,  one  at  Spalding  and  one 
at  Boston  which  are  under  the  direction  of  qualified  Physiotherapists. 
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Defective  Vision. — Ophthalmic  clinics  for  the  treatment  of 
defective  vision  are  held  weekly  at  Boston  and  Spalding.  At  Holbeach 
and  Sutton  Bridge  clinics  are  held  monthly.  Adequate  arrange- 
ments are  therefore  available  for  the  examination  and  supervision  of 
children  suffering  from  defective  vision. 

Glasses  were  prescribed  in  439  cases  and  in  87  cases  the  provision 
of  spectacles  was  not  considered  necessary. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  defects  found  in  new  cases  and  in 
cases  kept  under  observation  from  previous  years  : — 


Condition.  No.  of  Cases. 

Hypermetropia  187 

Myopia  and  Myopic  Astigmatism  265 

Mixed  Astigmatism  30 

Convergent  Squint  153 

Divergent  Squint  9 

Ptosis  3 

Cataract  3 

Conjunctivitis  14 

Blepharitis  17 

Nystagmus  , 1 

Chalazion  1 

Others  2 


Special  cases  have  been  referred  to  the  Consultant,  Mr.  Briggs. 
90  cases  were  dealt  with  in  this  way  during  the  year.  Operative  treat- 
ment for  visual  defects  was  provided  in  2 cases. 


Tonsils  and  Adenoids. — During  the  year  222  cases  received 
operative  treatment  for  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids,  65  at  the  Boston 
General  Hospital,  140  at  the  Holbeach  Emergency  Hospital,  and 
17  at  the  Spalding  Johnson  Hospital. 

There  is  a decrease  of  51  on  the  figure  for  1946,  which  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  operative  treatment  for  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids 
was  cancelled  during  August,  September,  and  part  of  October  because 
of  the  epidemic  of  Infantile  Paralysis  which  occurred  all  over  the 
country. 
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Ear  Diseases  and  Defects. — Under  the  prevention  of  deafness 
arrangements,  children  suffering  from  ear  defects  likely  to  cause  deaf- 
ness are  referred  to  a Consultant  for  advice,  and  if  necessary,  for 
treatment.  During  1947,  15  cases  were  seen  and  treatment  obtained. 

Rheumatism  and  Heart  Defects. — Clinics  for  the  diagnosis  and 
treatment  of  rheumatic  and  heart  conditions  are  held  at  Boston  and 
Spalding  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  J.  W.  Brown,  Consultant 
Physician.  54  attendances  were  made  by  school  children  at  these 
clinics  during  the  year.  Where  necessary,  children  who  require  to  be 
examined  urgently  attend  at  the  Holbeach,  Wyberton  West  or  Boston 
Hospitals. 


Skin  Defects. — Children  suffering  from  skin  conditions  requiring 
specialist  treatment  or  advice  are  referred  by  the  School  Medical 
Officers  to  the  Council's  Skin  Specialist,  Dr.  E.  Ritter,  at  the  Boston 
Hospital.  Where  necessary,  in-patient  treatment  is  provided  at  the 
Boston  General  Hospital  and  Lincoln  County  Hospital.  8 cases  were 
seen  during  the  year  and  appropriate  treatment  given. 


Nutrition. — The  classification  of  the  general  condition  of  pupils 
inspected  during  the  year  is  shown  in  table  II  at  the  end  of  this  report. 


Tuberculosis. — 278  attendances  were  made  by  school  children 
at  the  two  dispensaries  (Boston  and  Spalding).  15  cases  received  in- 
patient treatment  during  the  year. 


Uncleanliness. — Regular  visits  are  made  to  the  schools  by  the 
school  nurses  for  the  purposes  of  cleanliness  inspections.  Where  a 
child  is  found  to  be  verminous,  the  parents  are  informed  and  instruc- 
tions given  how  to  cleanse  the  child.  Where  no  improvement  occurs 
or  where  a child  is  repeatedly  found  to  be  verminous,  a notice  is 
served  on  the  parents  by  the  nurse,  informing  them  that  the  child 
is  verminous  and  must  be  cleansed  within  a specified  time.  If  after 
the  expiry  of  such  time  the  child  is  still  found  to  be  unclean,  an  order 
is  issued  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  under  Section  54  of  the  Educa- 
tion Act,  1944,  instructing  the  child's  parent  to  present  the  child  for 
cleansing  at  one  of  the  Authority's  Cleansing  Stations  at  Boston  or 
Spalding. 

Eleven  cases  were  dealt  with  in  this  way  during  1947. 

If,  after  the  cleansing  of  a child  has  been  carried  out  under  the 
above  section,  the  child  is  again  found  to  be  verminous  due  to  the 
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parent’s  neglect,  proceedings  may  be  taken  against  the  child’s  parent. 
Such  action  was  not  necessary  during  1947. 

The  School  Nurses  made  39,852  examinations  for  uncleanliness 
during  the  year.  695  children  were  found  to  be  verminous.  This 
figure  shows  a decrease  of  467  on  the  figure  for  1946. 

The  use  of  hair  lotion,  which  is  issued  free  of  charge  to  parents 
through  the  School  Nurses  does  much  to  prevent  serious  infestation 
and  plays  a large  part  in  preventing  re-infestation. 

Thirty-eight  cases  of  scabies  were  treated  at  the  Minor  Ailments 
Clinics  and  one  case  received  in-patient  treatment. 


VI. — INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  close  any  school  during  1947  on  account 
of  epidemic  illness. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. — The  arrangements  have  been  con- 
tinued whereby  children  may  be  immunised  at  the  time  of  the  school 
inspections  by  members  of  the  County  Medical  Staff.  The  protective 
treatment  may  also  be  given  at  the  nearest  welfare  centre  if  any 
considerable  delay  is  likely  to  occur.  426  children  were  immunised 
during  the  year. 

843  children  who  were  immunised  at  the  age  of  1 year  were  given 
a Booster  injection  on  entry  into  school  life. 

VII.  — PHYSICAL  EDUCATION. 

The  Director  of  Education  has  kindly  supplied  me  with  the 
following  report  on  the  arrangements  for  Physical  Education  in  the 
County  : — 

“ Five  secondary  schools  are  provided  with  gymnasia,  five 
secondary  and  six  primary  and  infants  schools  share  seven  halls 
equipped  with  portable  apparatus,  five  other  halls  are  in  use,  and 
twelve  schools  have  classroom  accommodation  which  may  be  used 
for  indoor  physical  training,  making  a total  of  thirty-three  schools 
with  some  provision  for  indoor  exercise. 

Fifty-eight  schools  have  the  use  of  a field  for  games.  Of  these 
eleven  are  under  the  control  of  the  authority.  In  many  of  the  cases 
the  fields  are  available  only  on  occasion,  according  to  their  primary 
use  and  subject  to  the  good  will  of  the  owner  or  tenant.  Twelve 
schools  in  Boston  share  the  Lord  Nelson  Field. 
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Generally  speaking,  playground  accommodation  is  much  below 
the  area  suggested  by  the  Ministry’s  Revised  Building  Regulations, 
and  the  Development  Plan  for  the  area  has  been  prepared  accordingly, 
but  the  present  surfaces,  which  fell  into  disrepair  during  the  war  years, 
are  still  capable  of  much  improvement. 

During  a course  for  teachers  of  juniors,  apparatus  of  an  experi- 
mental type  for  juniors  was  introduced  into  certain  schools  as  the 
beginning  of  a comprehensive  scheme  in  the  county.  The  use  of 
sticks  in  the  physical  training  lesson  formed  part  of  a course  for 
men  teachers  of  senior  boys. 

2,177  children  from  twenty-five  schools  received  instruction  in 
swrimming  at  three  swimming  baths  (one  at  Peterborough)  and  three 
river  bathing  places.  388  children  gained  certificates  for  swimming 
18  yards,  and  of  185  who  already  held  certificates  46  gained  a higher 
certificate. 

Following  previous  training  in  the  schools  761  senior  boys  and 
725  senior  girls  from  58  out  of  the  61  schools  eligible  competed  in 
group  athletic  meetings  held  in  eleven  centres  in  the  county.  Each 
competitor  took  part  in  four  events  in  each  of  which  three  standards 
were  set. 

Lincolnshire  was  represented  at  the  17th  Inter-County  Athletics 
Championship  Meeting  at  Hull  by  a team  of  30,  of  whom  10  came 
from  Holland.” 


VIII.-— SUPPLY  OF  MILK— PROVISION  OF  ME/*  LS. 

Liquid  milk  is  supplied  to  103  schools  (primary  and  secondary) 
and  dried  milk  is  supplied  to  2 schools  in  the  County.  When  a return 
was  taken  on  1st  November,  1947,  the  number  of  children  attending 
school  was  13,126  of  whom  10,282  were  receiving  milk. 

Mid-day  meals  are  now  available  at  46  schools,  the  average 
number  of  meals  supplied  daily  being  4,698  (35.8%  of  the  school 
population) . 


IX.— CO-OPERATION  OF  PARENTS,  TEACHERS,  SCHOOL  ATTEN- 
DANCE OFFICERS  AND  VOLUNTARY  BODIES. 

At  the  routine  medical  inspections  1,473  parents  were  present, 
this  being  40%  of  the  total  number  of  examinations. 
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Head  Teachers  continue  to  co-operate  in  all  matters  relating  to 
the  health  of  their  scholars  and  I am  pleased  to  take  this  opportunity 
of  recording  my  thanks  for  their  assistance. 

The  School  Attendance  Officers  continue  to  help  in  many  ways, 
particularly  in  regard  to  children  absent  from  school. 

The  Inspector  of  the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Children  has  again  been  of  great  assistance  to  the  Depart- 
ment in  securing  the  consent  of  parents  to  treatment  recommended 
for  their  children,  also  in  remedying  and  improving  the  condition  of 
children  who  were  found  to  be  unclean. 

The  following  cases  were  referred  to  the  Society  during  the 


year  : — 

Uncleanliness  9 

General  Neglect  8 


X. — Handicapped  Children. 


Early  in  1947,  accommodation  became  available  in  the  St. 
Christopher’s  Special  School,  Lincoln,  for  educationally  sub-normal 
boys  from  this  area,  and  in  September  5 boys  were  admitted  to  this 
school.  Particulars  of  additional  cases  have  been  submitted  to  the 
authorities  of  the  school  and  their  names  have  been  placed  on  the 
waiting  list. 

In  addition  to  the  12  cases  at  the  special  school  at  the  County 
Emergency  Hospital,  London  Road,  Boston,  6 deaf  and  dumb,  2 
epileptic,  2 mentally  defective  and  4 blind  children  were  attending 
out-county  special  schools.  One  deaf  child  is  on  the  waiting  list  for 
admission  to  a special  school  when  a vacancy  arises. 

The  provision  of  accommodation  in  the  county  for  physically 
handicapped  and  educationally  sub-normal  children  is  an  urgent 
necessity  as  it  is  increasingly  difficult  to  obtain  vacancies  in  out-county 
special  schools.  The  only  alternative  is  to  allow  the  children  in  the 
ordinary  primary  schools. 

The  Children’s  Hospital,  Freiston,  continued  to  receive  sick  and 
convalescent  children  and  social  welfare  cases.  Accommodation  was 
available  for  25  children. 
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TABLE  I. 

Medical  Inspection  of  Pupils  Attending  Maintained  Primary 

and  Secondary  Schools, 

A— PERIODIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 
Number  of  inspections  in-  the  prescribed  groups  : — 


Entrants  . 2,396 

Second  Age  Group 1,509 

Third  Age  Group  709 

Total  4,614 

Number  of  other  Periodic  Inspections  — 

Grand  Total  4,614 

B— OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  1,424 

Number  of  Re-inspections  142 

Total  1,566 


Total  1,566 

C— PUPILS  FOUND  TO  REQUIRE  TREATMENT. 


Group 

For  defective 
vision  (excluding 
squint) 

For  any  other 
conditions 
recorded  in 
Table  II  A 

Total 

individual 

pupils 

Entrants  

45 

173 

218 

Second  Age 

Group  

63 

76 

139 

Third  Age  Group 

31 

35 

66 

Total  (prescribed 
groups)  

139 

284 

423 

Other  Periodic 

Inspections 

— 

— 

— 

Grand  Total 

139 

284 

423 
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TABLE  II. 

A— RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL 

INSPECTION. 


Periodic  Inspections 

Special  Inspections 

No.  of 

defects 

No.  of  defects 

Defect 

Code 

No. 

Defect  or  Disease 

(1) 

Requiring 

treatment 

(2) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under  ob- 
servation 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 
(3) 

Requiring 

treatment 

(4) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under  ob- 
servation 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 
(5) 

4 

Skin 

8 

3 



2 

5 

Eyes  : 

(a)  Vision 

139 

177 

64 

137 

(b)  Squint 

10 

17 

— 

2 

(c)  Other 

3 

2 

1 

2 

6 

Ears  : 

(a)  Hearing  .... 

4 

2 

1 

_ 

(b)  Otitis 

Media 



_ 

, - 

(c)  Other 

4 

7 

2 

1 

7 

Nose  or  Throat 

170 

304 

96 

160 

8 

Speech  

6 

11 

11 

8 

9 

Cervical  Glands 

4 

23 

— 

13 

10 

Heart  and 

Circulation 

1 1 

25 

8 

29 

11 

Lungs  

2 

21 

— 

5 

12 

Developmental  : 

(a)  Hernia 

1 

1 

4 

(b)  Other 

15 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Orthopaedic  : 
fa)  Posture  .... 

8 

4 

7 

(b)  Flat  Foot 

9 

20 

2 

2 

(c)  Other 

48 

32 

7 

31 

14 

Nervous  System  : 
(a)  Epilepsy  .... 

8 

3 

(b)  Other 

— 

2 

— 

1 

15 

Psychological  : 

(a)  Develop- 
ment 

5 

2 

16 

3 

(b)  Stability 

2 

— 

16 

Other  

12 

38 

68 

22 

16 


B— CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  GENERAL  CONDITION  OF 
PUPILS  INSPECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR  IN  THE  AGE 

GROUPS. 


Age  Groups 

Number 
of  Pupils 
Inspected 

A — (Good) 

B — -(Fair) 

C — (Poor) 

No. 

% of 
col.  2. 

No. 

% of 
col.  2. 

No. 

% of 
col.  2. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

Entrants  

2396 

201 

8.4 

2146 

89.6 

49 

2.0 

Second  Age 

Group  

1509 

192 

13.0 

1299 

86% 

18 

1.0 

Third  Age 

Group  

709 

141 

19.9 

552 

77.8 

16 

2.3 

Other  Periodic 

Inspections 

~~ 

1 

■ 

' 

Total  

4614 

534 

11.6 

3997 

86.6 

83 

1.8 

TABLE  III. 

Treatment  Tables. 

GROUP  I.— MINOR  AILMENTS 

(excluding  Uncleanliness  for  which  see  Table  V). 

(a) 

Number  of  defects 
treated,  or  under 
treatment  during 
the  year. 


Skin  : — 

Ringworm — Scalp  : 

(i)  X-ray  treatment  3 

(ii)  Other  treatment  8 

Ringworm — Body  12 

Scabies  38 

Impetigo  270 

Other  Skin  Diseases  59 

Eye  Disease 88 


(External  and  other  but  excluding  errors  of 
refraction,  squint  and  cases  admitted  to 
hospital ) . 
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Ear  Defects  , 80 

(Treatment  for  serious  diseases  of  the  ear  (e.g. 
operative  treatment  in  hospital)  should  not 
be  recorded  here  but  in  the  body  of  the 
School  Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report). 
Miscellaneous  : 

(e.g.  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores,  chilblains, 


etc.)  998 

Total  1,556 

(b)  Total  number  of  attendances  at  Authority’s 

minor  ailments  clinics  3,343 


GROUP  II.— DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT 
(Excluding  Eye  Disease,  treated  as  Minor  Ailments — Group  I). 


Errors  of  refraction  (including  squint)  644 

Other  defect  or  disease  of  the  eyes 2 


Total  646 

No.  of  pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were 

(a)  Prescribed  439 

(b)  Obtained  439 


GROUP  III.— TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  NOSE  AND 

THROAT. 


Received  operative  treatment  : — 


(a)  for  adenoids  and  chronic  tonsillitis 

(b)  for  other  nose  and  throat  conditions 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment 


Total  number 
treated. 

222 

21 


Total  243 

GROUP  IV.— ORTHOPEDIC  AND  POSTURAL  DEFECTS. 

(a)  No.  treated  as  in-patients  in  hospitals  or 

hospital  schools  119 

(b)  No.  treated  otherwise,  e.g.  in  clinics  or 

out-patient  department  254 

GROUP  V.— CHILD  GUIDANCE  AND  SPEECH  THERAPY. 

No.  of  pupils  treated  : 

(a)  under  Child  Guidance  arrangements  2 

(b)  under  Speech  Therapy  arrangements  2 
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TABLE  IV. 

DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 


(1)  Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Auth- 

ority’s Dental  Officers  : 

(a)  Periodic  age  groups  24,837 

(b)  Specials  Nil. 

(c)  Total  (periodic  and  specials)  24,837 

(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment 11,176 

(3)  Number  actually  treated  4,923 

(4)  Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment  5,389 

(5)  Half-days  devoted  to  : 

(a)  Inspection  266 

(b)  Treatment  878 


Total  (a)  and  (b)  1,144 

(6)  Fillings  : 

Permanent  Teeth  1,523 

Temporary  Teeth  1,632 


Total  3,155 

(7)  Extractions  : 

Permanent  Teeth  604 

Temporary  Teeth  4,440 


Total  5,044 

(8)  Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for 

extraction  1,652 

(9)  Other  Operations  : 

(a)  Permanent  Teeth  426 

(b)  Temporary  Teeth  185 


Total  (a)  and  (b) 


611 
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TABLE  V. 

INFESTATION  WITH  VERMIN. 

(i)  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  schools 
by  the  school  nurses  or  other  authorised 


persons  39,852 

(ii)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be 

infested  695 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom 

cleansing  notices  were  issued  ( Section  54  (2), 
Education  Act,  1944)  13 

(iv)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of 
whom  cleansing  orders  were  issued  (Section 

54(3)  Education  Act,  1944)  11 
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